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TURKIYE & GREECE CLASSIC

Three Millennia, Two Countries, One Unbroken Thread
21days Created on: 31 Aug, 2026

Day 1 Istanbul Arrival

Istanbul does not ease you in. From the moment we land, the city announces itself as the hinge between two continents, two seas, and
roughly two thousand years of empires that each believed themselves the last word. We arrive into Byzantium's old capital, then
Constantinople's, then Istanbul's -- three names stacked on one city, each layer still visible if you know where to look.

We gather for a welcome dinner that marks less an ending of travel than a beginning of orientation -- the first of many meals where east and
west sit on the same plate, where Ottoman technique meets Aegean ingredient meets whatever the Silk Road left behind.

Overnight Istanbul.

Included Meal(s): Dinner, if required.

Day 2 Istanbul: Hagia Sophia, Blue Mosque, Hippodrome, Grand Bazaar

Dawn breaks over a city divided by waterways into three distinct parts---two in Europe, one in Asia---creating Istanbul's unique character as
the world's only transcontinental metropolis. We begin with a panoramic drive around the Golden Horn, following the massive walls that
protected Constantinople for over a thousand years.

The first bridge here was built during Justinian's reign in the 6th century, and today we pass the famous Galata Bridge where fishermen still
cast their lines as they have for centuries. The towering minarets of Stleyman's Mosque and the medieval Galata Tower guide us towards
Sultanahmet Square, where the heart of old Constantinople awaits.

Our walking exploration begins at the legendary Blue Mosque, built between 1609 and 1616 by Mehmet Aa. Inside, over 20,000
hand-painted znik tiles create a symphony of blue that gives the mosque its popular name. At the adjacent Hippodrome, we stand where
100,000 Romans once cheered chariot races. Here stands an Egyptian obelisk carved for Pharaoh Thutmose Ill around 1500 BC---older than
Christ, yet brought here by Byzantine Emperor Theodosius in 390 AD.

We continue to Hagia Sophia, built by Emperor Justinian in 548 AD as the largest church in Christendom for nearly a millennium. When
Ottoman forces conquered the city in 1453, they transformed this Christian cathedral into an Islamic mosque. In 1934, it became a museum;
in 2020, President Erdoan controversially returned it to mosque status, though visitors are still welcome.

The remainder of the afternoon is yours to explore before our evening meal. Your Tour Leader can show you to Istanbul's famous Grand
Bazaar -- even if you're not a keen shopper, the atmosphere and goods on offer offer interesting local insights into life in the city, the old and
the new.

Note: You may wonder why we choose not to include Topkapi Palace in our program. While it's an important site with a long storied history,
the nature of the facility and the rules pertaining to visitation, ie limits on groups and guiding to reduce crowding and noise, make it
better-suited to a self-guided, rather than a group touring, experience. Should you want to visit on your own, please consult your Tour Leader
in advance.

Overnightin Istanbul.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 3 Istanbul - Bosphorus, Spice Bazaar, Chora Museum

The Spice Bazaar opens the morning with colour and scent before conversation -- saffron, sumac, dried fruit stacked in cones, the commercial
cousin of yesterday's Grand Bazaar but smaller, older, and arguably more purely Ottoman in feel. Nearby, the Suleymaniye Mosque offers a
different kind of crossroads: the masterpiece of architect Sinan, built to declare Suleiman the Magnificent's empire equal to Byzantium's
grandest achievements, and largely succeeding.
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By afternoon we are on the water. A Bosphorus cruise threads the strait separating Europe from Asia, palaces and fortresses lining both
banks -- reminders that this narrow channel has been fought over, taxed, and fortified by every power that understood what controlling it
meant. Istanbul's geography is not incidental to its history; it is the history.

We close the day inland, at the Chora Museum, where Byzantine mosaics survive in a state that Hagia Sophia's grander scale cannot match.
Christ Pantocrator and scenes from scripture rendered in gold and stone, hidden for centuries beneath Ottoman-era plaster before their
rediscovery -- evidence that this city rarely erases what came before. It simply builds on top, and occasionally, decades or centuries later,
someone scrapes the surface back to see what remains underneath.

Overnight Istanbul.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 4 Istanbul - Fly to Kayseri - Cappadocia

A short flight trades one Turkiye for another. Istanbul's density and water give way to Cappadocia's volcanic plateau -- a landscape so strange
it seems designed rather than eroded, cones and pillars of soft rock (locals call them fairy chimneys) shaped over millions of years by wind,
rain, and the region's ancient eruptions.

We land at Kayseri and transfer into this otherworldly terrain, arriving in time for an afternoon at Uchisar Castle, the highest point in the
region and a natural fortress carved directly into volcanic rock. From its heights, the full extent of the valley reveals itself: honeycombed
cliffs, cave dwellings still inhabited or newly repurposed as hotels, a landscape that has sheltered communities since Byzantine times and
likely earlier.

Cappadocia offers a different response to instability than Istanbul's -- not empires trading power at a strait, but civilizations retreating into
stone when the surface world grew dangerous. The soft volcanic tuff here proved easy to carve and, crucially, easy to hide within. Early
Christians escaping persecution found refuge in cave churches; entire communities later vanished underground altogether, a story we'll
explore more fully in the coming days.

Overnight in Cappadocia.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day5 Cappadocia Full Day

Ballooning over Cappadocia at sunrise is optional, but few who choose it regret an early wake-up. From altitude, the valley's full strangeness
comes into view -- hundreds of balloons drifting over a landscape of cones, ridges, and hollows that looks, from above, more lunar than
terrestrial.

The Goreme Open Air Museum grounds the morning in history rather than spectacle. Cave churches carved directly into the rock preserve
frescoes from the Byzantine era, painted by monastic communities who chose isolation and stone for both protection and prayer. The artistry
survives remarkably intact, sheltered for centuries by the very rock that made it possible.

From carved churches to carved cities: an underground complex, either Kaymakli or Derinkuyu, takes us below the surface entirely. These
multi-level cities once housed thousands, complete with ventilation shafts, stables, storage rooms, and stone doors designed to seal from
within against raiders. Whole communities lived weeks underground when circumstances demanded it -- a different register of the same
instinct that carved Goreme's churches: retreat into the landscape itself when the surface world turned hostile.

We surface for a pottery demonstration, a craft tradition in this region running back to Hittite times, before returning above ground for the
evening.

Overnight at Cappadocia.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner
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Day 6 Cappadocia-Konya

We leave Cappadocia's volcanic plateau this morning, the drive to Konya carrying us along a route that Seljuk merchants and travellers once
relied upon centuries before highways existed in any modern sense. Along the way we stop at Sultanhani, one of the largest and
best-preserved caravanserais in Anatolia -- a fortified inn built in the thirteenth century to shelter camel caravans, traders, and their goods
along the trade routes linking Konya to the wider Silk Road network.

Caravanserais like this one were more than way stations. They offered lodging, stabling, worship space, and security at regular intervals along
routes that could otherwise prove dangerous or impassable, a form of infrastructure that made long-distance trade -- and with it, the flow of
goods, ideas, and wealth between empires -- genuinely possible. Sultanhani's scale, with its vaulted stone hall and imposing gateway, shows
how seriously the Seljuks invested in the commercial arteries that sustained their rule.

We continue to Konya by afternoon, a city with a very different character from anything seen so far. Where Cappadocia hid from empires,
Konya hosted one of the most influential: capital of the Seljuk Sultanate of Rum, and home to Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Rumi, the
13th-century poet and mystic whose philosophy of tolerance and union still resonates well beyond Turkey's borders.

The Mevlana Museum, built around Rumi's tomb, closes our day. Once a lodge for the whirling dervishes his teachings inspired, it now holds
relics, manuscripts, and a stillness that feels earned after a day tracing the routes that once connected this region to the wider world.

Overnight in Konya.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day7 Konya-Pamukkale

This morning's drive carries us west, out of Seljuk Anatolia and toward a landscape entirely defined by geology rather than empire -- though
empire, inevitably, followed the geology here too.

Pamukkale means "cotton castle," and the name undersells nothing. Mineral-rich thermal springs have deposited calcium carbonate over
millennia, forming brilliant white travertine terraces that cascade down the hillside, pooled with warm water in shades of blue and turquoise.
It is a landscape so visually improbable that Roman settlers, arriving centuries ago, built an entire city to capitalize on it.

That city, Hierapolis, spreads across the plateau above the terraces -- a spa town in the Roman sense, established to exploit the same thermal
waters still flowing today. Colonnaded streets, a well-preserved theatre, and a vast necropolis speak to a settlement that thrived specifically
because of this geological anomaly, its wealthy visitors travelling considerable distances for the same waters we'll wade through this
afternoon.

Where Cappadocia's communities carved downward for safety, Hierapolis rose upward for luxury -- two very different human responses to
the same volcanic and mineral inheritance, shaped by era and need rather than geography alone.

Overnight in Pamukkale.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day8 Pamukkale - Kusadasi

A final morning at Pamukkale and Hierapolis allows unhurried time with the terraces and ruins before we turn toward the coast -- worth the
lingering, since both reward slower attention than yesterday's arrival permitted.

The drive to Kusadasi carries us from Anatolia's interior toward the Aegean, and the shift is more than scenic. We are moving, gradually, from
the layered empires of central Turkiye toward a coastline that has belonged, at various points, to lonian Greeks, Persian satraps, Roman
governors, Byzantine administrators, and Ottoman sultans -- a shoreline almost too contested to summarize simply.

Kusadasi itself is a working port town, historically a gateway for trade and, more recently, for travellers arriving to explore the ancient sites
inland. Tonight's overnight here positions us for tomorrow's visit to one of the most significant of those sites, and the town's harbour setting
offers an easy, low-key evening after a full day on the road.
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Overnight in Kusadasi.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 9 Ephesus Tour

Few ancient cities preserve their scale as vividly as Ephesus. Once among the largest and most important cities in the Roman world, home to
some quarter-million residents at its height, its marble streets, library facade, and vast theatre remain remarkably legible today, allowing an
almost physical sense of Roman urban life.

The Library of Celsus anchors most visitors' memory of the site, its two-storey facade among the best-preserved Roman structures
anywhere. But Ephesus's importance predates Rome considerably -- it was a major lonian Greek city centuries earlier, and later a significant
early Christian centre, visited by Paul the Apostle and, according to tradition, the final home of the Virgin Mary.

That tradition brings us to the House of the Virgin Mary, a modest chapel in the hills above Ephesus believed by many to mark her last
residence. Whether one approaches it as pilgrimage or history, it adds a quieter, more contemplative note to a day otherwise dominated by
Ephesus's grand civic ruins.

For those wanting more, the Selcuk Museum houses artifacts recovered from the site, including treasures from the Temple of Artemis -- one
of the ancient world's seven wonders, now reduced to a single reconstructed column, its scale only imaginable through what the museum
preserves.

Overnight in Kusadasi.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 10 Kusadasi - Bodrum

We continue south along the Aegean coast toward Bodrum, ancient Halicarnassus, birthplace of Herodotus and site of another of antiquity's
seven wonders -- the Mausoleum, tomb of Mausolus, whose name became the generic word for grand funerary monuments ever after.

Little remains of the original Mausoleum, but Bodrum's Castle of St. Peter more than compensates for the loss. Built by the Knights
Hospitaller in the fifteenth century using stone salvaged, in part, from the Mausoleum's ruins, the castle stands as a particularly literal
example of this region's habit of building new empires from the remnants of old ones. Within its walls, the Museum of Underwater
Archaeology displays shipwreck cargo recovered from the surrounding seas -- Bronze Age ingots, Ottoman-era ceramics, evidence of trade
routes that connected this coast to nearly everywhere.

Bodrum's harbour, busy with yachts and fishing boats alike, closes our final evening in Turkiye on a relaxed note. Tomorrow we cross by sea
to Rhodes, leaving behind ten days that traced Byzantine, Ottoman, Seljuk, Roman, and Greek layers across a single country -- and beginning
a passage that will carry those same overlapping empires into Greek territory proper.

Overnight Bodrum.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 11 Bodrum - Marmaris - Rhodes

A free morning in Bodrum offers a final, unhurried look at the harbour before we turn toward the day's real business: crossing from Asia into
Europe, and from Turkiye into Greece, by sea.

We drive to Marmaris, then board a ferry for Rhodes -- a short crossing in distance but a considerable one in historical terms. This stretch of
water has carried traders, invaders, and pilgrims for millennia, and our own crossing, however brief and comfortable by comparison, follows
the same route that connected these shores long before either modern nation existed.
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Rhodes greets us as something genuinely new within the trip's arc: a Greek island shaped as much by medieval crusader history as by
antiquity. The Knights Hospitaller -- the same order responsible for Bodrum's castle -- made Rhodes their headquarters for over two
centuries, building a walled city that still dominates the harbour today.

Tonight marks a hinge point in more than geography. Turkiye's ten days traced empires built on conquest and continuity -- Byzantine,
Ottoman, Seljuk. Greece's eleven ahead will trace something related but distinct: the classical foundation those later empires all, in their own
ways, inherited or contended with.

Overnight in Rhodes.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 12 Rhodes Old Town

Rhodes' Old Town preserves one of the best-surviving medieval walled cities in Europe, and this morning we walk its centrepiece: the Street
of the Knights, a cobbled thoroughfare lined with the inns once occupied by the various "tongues," or national divisions, of the Hospitaller
order.

The Palace of the Grand Masters anchors the street's upper end, a fortress-palace rebuilt largely in the twentieth century atop its medieval
foundations, its scale testament to how seriously the Knights took both their military purpose and their sense of occasion. Suits of armour,
mosaic floors salvaged from other Aegean sites, and vaulted stone corridors evoke an institution that combined religious order with
formidable military and political power.

Rhodes tells a different story than Turkey's layered cities -- not successive empires stacking atop one another in a single place, but a specific
medieval Christian military order carving out sovereign territory at Europe's edge, defending it against Ottoman expansion for over two
centuries before finally falling in 1522.

The balance of the afternoon is yours to explore within the medieval walls: narrow lanes, small tavernas, artisan shops tucked into buildings
that have stood, in some form, since the fourteenth century. Rhodes rewards wandering as much as touring, its old city compact enough to
explore without a fixed itinerary.

Overnight in Rhodes.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 13 Rhodes & Lindos

This morning we travel to Lindos, where an acropolis rises dramatically above a whitewashed village and a sheltered harbour -- a setting so
striking that successive civilizations claimed it for themselves. Ancient Greeks first fortified the height; Byzantines and Knights of St. John
later added their own fortifications atop the classical remains, creating a compressed timeline of Aegean history within a single hilltop.

The Temple of Athena Lindia crowns the site, its columns framing views out over the harbour below -- the same harbour that made Lindos
one of the significant city-states of ancient Rhodes, its ships trading across the Mediterranean long before Rome or Byzantium existed.
Walking the acropolis means walking through classical, Byzantine, and medieval fortification layers stacked within metres of one another, a
physical lesson in how each era here built on, rather than erased, what came before.

We return to Rhodes with the afternoon at leisure -- a chance to revisit the old town at a slower pace, seek out a quiet cafe, or simply sit with
a harbour view and let two intensive days of history settle. Rhodes has given us, in compact form, nearly the entire arc this trip is tracing:
classical foundation, medieval overlay, and everything in between.

Overnight in Rhodes.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner
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Day 14 Fly to Athens - National Archaeological Museum

An early flight carries us from Rhodes to Athens, a short hop that nonetheless marks a significant shift: from island Greece, shaped heavily by
medieval and crusader history, to mainland Greece, where the classical world we've been circling for two weeks finally takes centre stage.

We proceed directly from the airport to the National Archaeological Museum, guided through what many consider the finest collection of
ancient Greek art anywhere. The Mask of Agamemnon, Cycladic figurines older than Egypt's pyramids, bronzes recovered from ancient
shipwrecks -- the museum offers, in a single guided visit, a survey of Greek civilization's full chronological range, from the Bronze Age
through the Hellenistic era.

This is intentional sequencing on our part. Athens' physical ruins -- the Acropolis foremost among them -- are extraordinary but often
fragmentary, their original context and adornment scattered across museums and centuries of weathering. Beginning with the National
Archaeological Museum offers a fuller picture before we encounter the ruins themselves tomorrow.

The afternoon turns to Plaka, Athens' old neighbourhood beneath the Acropolis' northern slope, its narrow streets and neoclassical houses
offering a gentler, human-scaled counterpoint to the museum's grand chronological sweep.

Overnight in Athens.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 15 Athens Touring

Today we enjoy a guided tour of Athens, the heart and soul of Greece.* A large part of the town's historic centre has been converted into a
3-kilometre pedestrian zone (one of the largest in Europe), leading to the major archaeological sites, reconstructing -- to a large degree -- the
ancient landscape, thus allowing us to avoid the city's horrendous traffic. As such, much/most of our tour today will be conducted ON FOOT
at a leisurely pace.

We start at the Acropolis (with hopes to beat the heat/crowds), near the site of the Dionysos Theatre. Constructed in the 6th century BC, it is
one of the world's oldest theatres and the place where the great works of Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides and Aristophanes were first
performed. We will also see a more recent theatre, the Odeon of Herod Atticus from the second century AD, which is still used for concerts
and performances.

Ascending to the top of the Acropolis, we will see magnificent buildings dating from the 5th century BC, the Golden Age of Athens. On the
highest point on the Acropolis is the Parthenon, often considered the finest monument to Greek civilization. The temple was dedicated to
Athena "Parthenos," the virgin and patron goddess of the city.

After our Acropolis tour, we'll descend by foot and enter the Ancient Agora located adjacent to the Plaka, the old town of Athens. Among the
numerous sights in this archaeological park are the well-preserved Temple of Hephaistos and the landmark Roman era Tower of the Winds.

Our guided tour ends with a guided visit of the Acropolis Museum, located at the foot of the Acropolis. The museum was built to house every
artifact found on the rock, from the Greek Bronze Age to Roman and Byzantine Greece; nearly 4,000 objects are exhibited over an area of
14,000 square metres. After our tour you are free to wander and explore on your own or make your way back to the hotel with your Tour
Leader's assistance.

* The exact order of our sightseeing in Athens may be altered by your Tour Leader depending on several variables and their judgement on
how best to run today's tour.

Overnight in Athens.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 16 Athens - Meteora Touring

We leave Athens this morning and drive north toward Kalambaka, the modern gateway to Meteora -- a landscape almost as improbable as
Cappadocia's, though achieved through entirely different geological means. Here, massive sandstone pillars rise sheer from the plain,
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sculpted by millions of years of erosion into towers that seem to defy the terrain around them.

Byzantine monks, beginning in the eleventh century, saw in these pillars what Cappadocia's early Christians saw in volcanic rock centuries
earlier: refuge, isolation, and proximity to heaven made literal by elevation. Monasteries perched atop the most inaccessible summits,
originally reachable only by rope, net, or removable ladder -- a defensive architecture as extreme as anything encountered so far.

We visit several of the surviving monasteries this afternoon, their interiors preserving frescoes and iconography spanning centuries of
Orthodox devotion, their exteriors offering views across the Thessalian plain that explain, immediately, why monks chose such precarious
heights. The isolation that once served spiritual and defensive purposes now serves a different function, drawing visitors who make the climb
themselves, if by considerably safer means than the original inhabitants.

Meteora closes a loop first opened at Cappadocia: two landscapes, two eras, two faiths, the same instinct toward rock, height, and retreat.
Overnight in Kalambaka.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 17 Meteora - Delphi

This morning we turn from Meteora's monastic isolation toward a site that once claimed something far grander: direct communication with
the divine. Delphi, seat of the ancient world's most consulted oracle, drew pilgrims, kings, and city-states from across the Mediterranean for
centuries, each seeking guidance from a priestess believed to channel Apollo himself.

The archaeological site occupies a dramatic mountainside setting, the Sanctuary of Apollo's ruins ascending toward the Temple where the
oracle once spoke, past the Treasury of the Athenians and along the Sacred Way once lined with offerings from grateful or hopeful
city-states. Above it all, the ancient theatre and stadium speak to Delphi's dual role as spiritual centre and site of the Pythian Games, second
in prestige only to Olympia's own.

The Delphi Museum houses treasures recovered from the sanctuary, including the remarkably preserved Charioteer, a bronze so lifelike it
seems to have paused mid-motion rather than survived two and a half millennia underground.

Delphi represents perhaps the purest expression of classical Greek belief encountered on this trip -- a site whose influence extended well
beyond Greece itself, its oracle consulted by figures from across the ancient Mediterranean world, its authority resting on geography,
mythology, and centuries of accumulated prestige.

Overnight in Delphi.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 18 Delphi - Corinth - Nafplio

We depart Delphi this morning, descending from Apollo's sanctuary toward a landmark of an entirely different, far more recent order: the
Corinth Canal, a nineteenth-century engineering achievement cutting nearly six kilometres through solid rock to connect the Aegean and
lonian seas.

Before reaching the canal, we stop at Ancient Corinth, once among the wealthiest and most strategically vital cities of the classical and
Roman worlds, its position controlling trade between mainland Greece and the Peloponnese. The site's museum and ruins, including the
striking Temple of Apollo, speak to a city that Rome itself found valuable enough to destroy, then rebuild as a provincial capital -- a sign that
even celebrated Greek cities did not escape the empires that followed them.

The Corinth Canal itself offers a brief but memorable stop: a narrow, sheer-walled cut connecting two seas, its scale better appreciated in
person than in any photograph.

We continue into the afternoon toward Nafplio, the Peloponnese's most graceful town, its Venetian and neoclassical architecture marking
yet another layer in this region's long habit of changing hands. Nafplio served, briefly, as modern Greece's first capital -- a fitting place to
settle for two nights as we explore the classical sites nearby.
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Overnight in Nafplio.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 19 Nafplio - Mycenae & Epidaurus

This morning we travel to Mycenae, home to a civilization old enough that classical Greeks themselves regarded it as legendary -- the setting
for Homer's tales of Agamemnon and the Trojan War, excavated in the nineteenth century to reveal that the legends rested on genuine
Bronze Age foundations.

The Lion Gate, Mycenae's monumental entrance, remains one of the most recognizable images of Bronze Age Greece, its relief carving
predating classical Athens by nearly a thousand years. Beyond it, the Treasury of Atreus -- a beehive tomb of extraordinary engineering --
demonstrates a civilization capable of considerable architectural ambition well before the classical era we've spent recent days exploring.

Mycenae reframes much of what this trip has traced. Where Delphi and the Acropolis represent classical Greece's height, Mycenae
represents its distant, half-mythical root -- a sign that Greek civilization's story runs far earlier than the fifth-century BCE monuments most
visitors associate with the ancient world.

The afternoon carries us to Epidaurus, whose ancient theatre remains renowned for acoustic properties so precise that a whisper from
centre stage reaches the topmost of its 14,000 seats. Built as part of a sanctuary dedicated to Asclepius, god of healing, Epidaurus reminds us
that ancient Greek religion encompassed medicine and performance alongside prophecy and myth.

Overnight in Nafplio.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 20 Nafplio - Athens

A final unhurried morning in Nafplio allows time to wander its old town at leisure -- Venetian fortifications, narrow lanes, and a harbour
setting that has made this one of the most photogenic towns in the Peloponnese, before we turn back toward Athens for our final night.

The drive retraces, in reverse, some of the ground covered over recent days, offering a last look at the Peloponnese landscape that has held
so much of this trip's classical and Bronze Age history. Arriving in Athens, we have time to settle before gathering for a farewell dinner -- a
chance to look back across three weeks that carried us from Byzantine Istanbul through Seljuk Anatolia, Roman Ephesus, medieval Rhodes,
and finally into the classical and Bronze Age foundations of Greece itself.

Few trips offer such a clear throughline: empires that rose, borrowed, conquered, and were in turn conquered, each leaving physical traces
that the next civilization built upon rather than erased. From Hagia Sophia's shifting function to Corinth's Roman rebuilding atop Greek
foundations, the pattern has repeated across three weeks and two countries -- proof that this stretch of the Mediterranean has always been
less a fixed place than a continuous negotiation between what came before and what comes next.

Overnight Athens.

Included Meal(s): Breakfast and Dinner

Day 21 Athens Departure

Three weeks ago we began in Istanbul, a city built and rebuilt by empires that each claimed to supersede the last. We end in Athens, the
source many of those empires claimed to be inheriting. Between the two lay volcanic refuges, thermal terraces, Roman theatres, crusader
fortresses, monastic pillars, and oracles -- layer upon layer of a Mediterranean world that never stopped rebuilding itself atop its own
foundations.

Departure from Athens - Safe travels home.
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Included Meal(s): Breakfast
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